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ABSTRACT 



This Utah Kids Count report examines statewide trends In the 
well-being of Utah's children. The statistical portrait is based on five 
general areas of children's well-being: (1) demographics; (2) health; (2) 

education; (4) safety; and (5) economic security. Key indicators in these 
five areas include the following: (1) population; (2) poverty; (3) family 
composition; (4) parents in the work force; (5) prenatal care; (6) infant 
mortality; (7) immunization rates; (8) low birth weight babies; (9) teenage 
mothers; (10) school meal program; (11) enrollment; (12) per pupil 
expenditure; (13) pupils per teacher; (14) dropout rates; (15) test scores; 
(16) idle teens; (17) child abuse and neglect; (18) teen violent death rates; 
(19) child death rates; (20) juvenile violent crime arrest rate; (21) divorce 
rate; (22) family employment program (AFDC) ; (23) child support data; and (24) 

licensed child care. Following a brief overview and discussion of the 
indicators, the first section provides information on the state as a whole. 
The second section, and bulk of the report, provides profiles for the 29 
counties. Comparative data for 1994 and 1995 are provided, as are demographic 
data for 1990. The report highlights particular concern in the areas of 
prenatal care, low birth weight babies, dropout rates, and child death rates. 
The report ends with a listing of data sources and definitions. (SD) 
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A ccording to the 1990 Census, 12.2 percent of Utah’s children were living below the poverty 
level in 1989. This translates to 75,504 children. As the chart below indicates, the percent of 
individuals in poverty changes based on the family composition and age of the children 
within that family. 
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If we truly put all children tint, in a generation or two we'd have a society that put people first. 
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T here are two ways of looking at teen pregnancy The first looks at the number of all births which 
occurred to teen mothers. The percentage of all births which are to teens has risen slightly 
over the last few years from 1 0.5 percent of all births in 1 992 to 1 0.8 percent of all births in 
1 995. In 1 995 there were 4,21 9 births to teens 1 5 to 1 9 years of age and another 57 births to teens 
under the age of 15. 
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other problems of government would vanish." Herbert Hoover 
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I n the past, Utah has been known for the nation’s largest class sizes. In 
general, however, relatively small class sizes can be found in Utah’s rural 
districts. The smallest class size of all districts in any age group is 
Daggett’s kindergarten class, where there is only eight students per teacher. 
However, there is only one kindergarten class in the county. 
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A n examination of the overall pattern of results for the 1 995 Statewide Testing Program shows 
Utah students at grades 5, 8, and 1 1 outscoring the national norm group on 20 of 21 pos- 
sible comparisons. Mathematics performance remained very strong at grades 5 and 1 1 and 
stable at grade 8. However, low computation scores are a concern at grade 8. 
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"When I approach a child, he inspires in me two sentiments: tenderness for what he is, 
and respect for what he may become." Louis Pasteur 









T he number of child abuse and neglect cases has been increasing over the last several 
years. However, there was a slight decline in confirmed victims from 1 993 to 1 994. In 
1 995 both the number of investigated cases and the number of substantiated victims de- 
clined substantially. In 1 994 there were 1 7,1 25 cases of child abuse and neglect investigated 
compared to 1 6, 1 1 4 in 1 995. During this same time period the number of substantiated victims fell 
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"In fact, if all the people who care about children just do one more thing, we will slowly, but steadily begin to 
increase the volume of the voice for children." Margaret amui 
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UTAH KIDS COUNT is one of several projects of Utah Children. It is funded by the Annie E. 
Casey Foundation of Baltimore, Maryland which funds similar projects in every state for the 
purpose of measuring and reporting pn the status of children over time. The data is then used to 
inform public debate and strengthen public action on behalf of children and families within our 
nation. 
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Utah Children has chosen this theme to unify and mobilize Utah child advocates. The Board of Trustees considered a number of ap- 
proaches. A Bill of Rights was too legalistic. A dream. ..a vision... a promise were too vague. We have chosen the word pledge be- 
cause it implies commitment and looking to the future. We have selected words and phrases to cover the breadth of children’s needs. 
We believe the pledge, with the endorsement of many individuals and groups, will provide a reference point for specific initiatives by 
Utah citizens in future years. 
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Measures of Child Well-Being in Utah, 1997 . 
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